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A. Indications for a pediatric appendix study include but are not limited to:

Guarding with right lower quadrant pain; Rebound tenderness in the right lower quadrant;
Patient presenting with a fever, nausea and vomiting;
B. Patient Prep:
No patient prep required for this exam.
C. Protocol:
· Utilizing a high frequency linear transducer with a graded compression technique, evaluation of the appendix can be performed. 
· Graded compression technique is performed at site of tenderness.   Can begin at the hepatic flexure and trace down to the cecum. 
· Documentation of an abnormal and normal appendix should include; measurement of the outer wall diameter, compressibility, echogenicity and presence of appendicolith. 
· Outer wall diameter of the appendix measures greater than 6mm is considered abnormal.
· Color Doppler evaluation of the appendix for hyperemia. 
· Evaluate the right lower quadrant and pelvis for free fluid. 
· In addition to evaluating the appendix, evaluation of the bladder, bowel and right upper quadrant/ Morrisons pouch. 
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